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BEACH BITS 

 Friends of Marque e Park:                                                      

Nov. 15th  ‐ Holiday Lights will line the park. Thank you to our 
volunteers for installing the lights. Your support and dona ons are 
always needed. You can mail your dona on to Friends of Marque e 
Park, PO Box 2645, Gary, IN 46403, please make check payable to 
Friends of Marque e Park/Legacy Founda on or you can donate 
online at www.legacyfdn.org, click on   DONATE NOW and search 
for Friends of Marque e Park. For more informa on please contact 
Carol at friendsofmarque epark@gmail.com 

 Miller Pizza, 622 1/2 S. Lake Street, check their                 

Facebook page for upcoming events, h p://ww.millerpizza.net/ 

 Miller Beach Arts & Crea ve District ‐                                

Gardner Center for the Arts at 540 S. Lake St.                                                           
Enjoy live music, LOLS (Live on Lake Street) takes place the third 
Thursday of every month staring at 9pm. Nov. 21st ‐ Gary Indiana’s 
own Blues legend Kenny Kinsey. Tickets can purchased at the door 
for $10, beer and wine cash bar will be available.  For more      
informa on on upcoming   exhibits &  performances checkout their  
Facebook Page h ps://millerbeacharts.org/ 

 18th Street Brewery ‐ 5725 Miller Ave.                                  

Nov. 1st ‐ The 18th Street Brewery’s Halloween Party  5pm ‐ 11pm, 
has been moved from the new Nelson Algren 616 Sound Stage   
(616 S. Lake St.) due to inclement weather and will instead be held 
at 18th Street Brewery. Enjoy music, beer, food & fun with free 
admission. Costumes are encouraged but not required. Please visit 
the Nelson Algen Museum website:                                             
h ps://www.nelsonalgrenmuseumofmillerbeach.com/ 

 Gi s ‐ Miller is fortunate to have unique shops for all your gi  

giving needs:                                                                                          
Miller School Shops  ‐ 665 S. Lake Street  ‐ Open Fri‐ Sun.             
9am ‐5pm. 3 floors of vendors.                                                              
Indie Indie Bang Bang ‐ 625 S Lake St. Open daily 11am‐6pm.                              
Lake Street Gallery ‐ 613 S Lake St . Open Tuesday through Friday: 
10am ‐ 6pm & Saturday: 10am ‐ 4pm  

 Paul H. Douglas Center For Environmental Educa on ‐      

100 N. Lake Street.                                                                                 
Nov. 2‐16th, Playdate in the Nature Play Zone: 1pm ‐3pm            
Nov. 3,10,17 & 24, Hike with a Ranger: 1:30pm                               
Nov. 13, Nature Tots: 10am‐Noon, ages 2‐4.                                 
Sundays enjoy a Miller Woods Hike on the Paul Douglas Trail from 
1:30 to 3:30. For more events and informa on visit                                   
www.facebook.com/IndianaDunesNPS or www.nps.gov/indu 

         Aquatorium ‐ 6918 Oak Ave                                                     

Dec. 7th ‐ The Polar Express film, first showing Noon ‐ 2pm &   
second showing 4pm ‐ 6pm. Popcorn, cookie decora ng, & face 
pain ng, $5 per person. Visit their website                                    
h p://www.aquatorium.org/ 	

	

  For more info on our Miller Beach community events be sure to 

read Street Beat in this newsle er and go to 
www.VisitMillerBeach.com.	

 

 

Every 2 years the Na onal              
Associa on of Realtors surveys its members. 
With 1,359,208 as the official membership 
total for 2018, the survey has adequate      
responses to present a fairly accurate picture 
of the average Realtor member. I gave a similar report in this Newsle er several 
years ago and a number of readers commented on the informa on. It’s me to 
report this informa on again. I hope you find it interes ng. Think of the Realtors 
you know and compare these na onal sta s cs with your impressions of the 
facts. 

 Na onally speaking, the median years of experience decreased from 10 
years of experience in 2017 to 8 years in 2018. The median age stayed steady at 
54 years of age. However, this year 33% of members were over 60 and 4% were 
less than 30 years old.  

 The typical number of transac on sides (there are two sides to every 
transac on, a buyer, a seller) per Realtor was 11. This led to a median gross   
income of $41,800 per Realtor which was an increase from the previous year of 
$39,800. As expected, experience on the job was quite impac ul on income. 
Fi y four percent (54%) of members with 2 or less years of experience made less 
than $10,000 while 35% of members with more than 16 years of experience 
grossed over $100,000. All members had business expenses paid out of these 
gross figures and the median business expense for all Realtors was $4,600 with 
automobile mileage being the largest item at $1,370. Overall, when you take 
into account all members with more than 16 years of experience, they had a 
median gross income of $71,000, which was down from $78,800 last year. The 
rookies with less than 2 years at bat had a median gross income of $9,300.  

 Fi y four percent (54%) of Realtors worked with an independent      
company and 9 of 10 were not paid any salary but worked as independent     
contractors as defined by the IRS. The typical Realtor was a 57‐year‐old white 
female who a ended college and was a homeowner. In fact, 84% of Realtors 
owned their primary residence and 38% owned a secondary home. 

 In conclusion, we tend to see our world and professional life from a lens 
of our own making. I find it interes ng to take a broader look at my world. 

 

***Don’t forget to pay your MCC dues, for more informa on go to the MMC 
website: h p://www.millerci zenscorp.org/contact.asp  

National Survey Offers Broader Look At   
Members of National Association of Realtors 
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The	statistics	included	in	this	section	of	the		
newsletter	are	from	the	Greater	Northwest	Indiana	
Association	of	Realtors	MLS.		
Because	the	high	priced	
houses	and	the	lower	priced	
houses	in	all	neighborhoods	
are	included,	the	average	for	
your	speci ic	neighborhood	will	be	substantially	
different.	

The 3rd quarter sta s cs are now available in the 
market area within the Na onal Park boundaries 
defined by the Lake on the North, County Line Road 
on the East, Ash Place on the South, and Gibson 
Street on the west, and reveal higher list and sales 
prices compared to the same 9 months last year. The 
average lis ng price for the 1st three quarters was 
$202,741 compared to $186,325 in 2018, $170,529 
in 2017 and $118,417 in 2016.  

The average sales price so far this year averaged 
$192,652.  In 2018 the first 9 months saw an        
average of $178,047, in 2017 the average was 
$160,611, in 2016 the average was $112,011.  A good 
run indeed for our residen al real estate  values. 

The big take away from the news is this year’s     
increase in average sales price is how lake front 
home sales compared to last year’s first 9 months.  
As reported many mes over the years, lake front 
sales or the lack of them, move average sales prices 
dispropor onately higher or lower.  In our sta s cs 
for 2019 there have been 2 lake front sales, in 2018 
there were 3 lake front sales, in 2017 there were 5 
lake front sales for the same period yet the average 
sales price for all homes s ll moved up this year.  
This indicates homes not on the lake front have 
moved up in value as well.  Clearly, this is good for all 
owners. If this sounds like a broken record from last 
year, it is. Good news is worth repea ng. 

The number of transac ons during the first 9 months 
was 66, compared to 65 in 2018 and 46 in 2017.  In 
the larger MLS area defined by the    46403‐zip code 
the number of ac ve lis ngs has been hovering   
between 28‐34. This volume of  ac ve lis ngs is less 
than one half of normal, but sales volume is up. 
More good news. 

The bargaining percentage during the first nine 
months con nued to improve for sellers slightly at 
95%, a slight improvement from 2018’s 94.36%, 
94.18% in 2017 and 93.58% in 2016. 

Ayers Realtors has 43% of the sales volume in the 
first 9 months.  The nearest compe tor’s office has 
15%.  Ayers Realtors represented both of the lake 
front sales.  It remains a FACT in our MARKET that 
Ayers Realtors is the market leader. 

 

Last year the Miller American Legion Post 279 abruptly 
closed it’s door because of financial issues and as with 
American Legion Posts across the country, members of 
our Legion are dwindling because younger guys don’t 
want to join and the World War II guys have died out. But things don’t die easy  here 
in Miller and on Saturday, November 9th from 11am to 3pm Miller’s Unit 279 will 
reopen for a chicken dinner fundraiser. Tickets are $7 and available just about     
everywhere in town...Miller Bakery Café, Ayers Realtors, Lee Construc on, Lake 
Street Gallery, Flamingo and Beach Café. All proceeds benefit our American Legion 
and reinforce the “can do” demeanor we Miller folks so proudly hale. 

Unlike a dogwood tree that can be iden fied by it’s bark (drum roll, please) and is 
planted in your yard, a bonsai is a Japanese term which literally means “planted in a 
container” and grown on a shelf. You can take advantage of the Miller Garden Club 
class “Bonsai for Beginners” taught by Miller’s own Deb Weiss on Sat. Nov. 15th, 
10am ‐ 12:30pm at the Aquatorium. The $15‐$20 fee includes all materials. Green 
thumbs not required. Call Deb for more info at 219‐938‐0574. 

To prove yet again that Miller Garden Club members don’t sleep ‐ they leep and 
right into the New Year with a repeat of last year’s wildly successful Bingo           
fundraiser. On Jan. 18th, 6pm to 10pm at St. Mary’s Lessard Hall, President Elizabeth 
Wallish will be calling numbers loudly and clearly. Doors open at 5:30pm.  $20 entry 
fee. Prizes galore. Fore more info call 219‐938‐8532. This year the club is playing 
BINGO for Boulders which will help protect infrastructure in Marque e Park. Cash 
bar. Snacks included. 

The ligh ng of our community tannenbaum will be at 7pm, Dec. 6th in front of       
St.  Mary’s Church. Christmas caroling down Lake Street will follow. And if that isn’t 
enough to get you in the holiday spirit you can go to St. Mary’s annual Christmas 
Bazaar on Sat. & Sun. Dec. 7th and 8th from 9am to 3pm in Lessard Hall. Shop l you 
drop, eat lunch (especially good soup), shop some  more and you might be finished 
with Christmas shopping by Mon. Dec. 9th! 

You be er watch out ‐‐‐ the sidewalks & streets s ll may be iffy 
You be er not cry ‐‐‐ if they aren’t finished then they’ll be done in a jiffy 
You be er not pout ‐‐‐ and no need to get hissy 
I’m telling you why ‐‐‐ Kay Lewis and her Amazing Organ are coming to town. 
December 7th at Lake Street Gallery ‐‐‐ you’d be er write it down 
You don’t need the address ‐‐‐ you will hear the sound 
Of neighbors singing and holiday cheer 
Probably enhanced by wine and beer. 
Goodwill and harmony are sure to abound 
As we celebrate the holidays in the best community around. 
You’ve got the date. Fes vi es start at 7. Don’t be late. 
Here’s to the holidays. They are going to be great! 

 

And last but not least ‐ The prolonged me it is taking to complete the ongoing    
improvements on Lake Street have had and con nue to cause a huge financial    
burden on Lake Street merchants. As great as Lake Street is going to look when the 
paving is finished, new sidewalks and ligh ng are installed and we have planters 
again filled with flowers and trees ‐ there won’t be much to celebrate if our shops, 
galleries, services and restaurants aren’t here to celebrate with us. Please make a 

point of shopping on Lake Street, 
ea ng at local restaurants and 
coffee shops and use our local 
services. Let’s aim for a truly 
Happy New Year. 

 

Bonsai For Beginners, Bingo For Boulders Build Big 
Business For Beach Borough 

Homes Both On and Off Lakefront     
Increase In Value During Third Quarter 



Spoiled Siblings Demand Fun Activities                                  
Each Time They Climb Into Parents’ Car 

 

 

RV 

RV who? 

RV there yet? 

 
Not even for a minute do I feel that way when Gene and I are traveling in our motor home. Recently we took a short 
motor home trip to Wisconsin and le  interstate and toll roads behind a er going through Milwaukee and headed   
towards small towns and points of interest on mostly two‐lane country roads. 

 
The terrain turned to farm houses with pastures of grazing ca le, old chicken coops, barns with silos probably no longer 
used for grain storage but now ivy covered and lending themselves to the Norman Rockwell milieu of miles and miles of 
Polaroid moments.  The fields of corn and soybeans ready to be harvested were patch works of color and traveling to our 
next stop along the way was half the fun of the trip.  This probably wasn't the case when my family took excursions on   
Sunday a ernoons and/or vaca ons in our 1953 Custom‐line Ford Sta on Wagon. 

 
As I remember, traveling was a different situa on back in the 50's. There was no air condi oning in our car and we    
traveled with all the windows rolled down.  Shou ng was not only allowed but required.  M y  s i s t e r  Jane and I sat in
the back seat where I established and fiercely enforced with military precision a dividing line between her space and 
mine.  Restroom stops cut down on mely arrivals and even short trips required our mother to come up with ac vi es to 
keep us occupied in the back seat and less likely to bicker with one another.  A er hearing the above men oned     
Knock‐Knock joke recently, it seems although we were lucky to go on family vaca ons together, traveling in those days 
wasn't nearly as easy as it is today with naviga on features, temperature control, and hand held entertainment devices 
to keep kids occupied and mothers and fathers with peace of mind. 

In retrospect, I don't think Jane, or our parents would have been out of line at any me between leaving our home on  

Hancock Street and the highways and byways that led to our des na ons to wonder "RV there yet?" 

A friend of mine gave me this recipe shortly a er she and I went on a road trip to Garwood Orchard in La Porte, Indiana.  There were so 
many apples to choose from it was hard to decide what variety to buy.  A er making this recipe I have since become a one trick pony in 
terms of dessert making.  The name of the recipe says it all... 

Yummy Apple Crisp 

Bu er or spray a 3 quart or 9x12 baking pan with non‐s ck cooking spray. In a mixing bowl combine: 

5 lbs Granny Smith apples, peeled and cut into slices or chunks Grated zest of 1 orange and 1 lemon 

2 TBS orange juice 2 TBS lemon juice 1/3 C sugar 

2 tsp cinnamon 

1/2 tsp nutmeg 

Pour in prepared baking pan

Mix together the following: 

1‐1/4 C flour 

½  C  sugar 

½  C  brown sugar 

½  tsp salt 

1 C quick cooking oats

8 TBS melted bu er 

Combine all of the above un l crumbly Sca er over apples 

Bake @350 for 50‐60 minutes un l apples are tender and the topping is nicely browned. 
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Ayers Realtors would like  

to be the first to wish everyone  

the beginning of a safe and happy holiday season 



MILLER BEACH! 

7515	Oak	Avenue																			
$379,900	

www.MillerBeach.com																									
219‐938‐1188	

Beau ful, year‐round Lake view home! 
North‐side deck to take advantage of the 
view and huge mul ‐level south‐side deck 
for entertaining. This 3 bedroom, 2 bath 
home has related living poten al.. Over 
2000 sq. . of above‐grade living area. 
Much, much, more including fireplace, 

MILLER BEACH! 

723	N.	Henry	St.																						
$248,500	

www.MillerBeach.com																									
219‐938‐1188	

Completely remodeled!                  
3 bedroom brick ranch with a ached  

garage and fenced yard only 2nd house to 
Lake Michigan Beach. Home has main 
floor family room with fireplace and    
sliding door to pa o. There's a fully     
finished basement with rec room,       

bedroom, 3/4 bath and laundry room. 



 

“Small Company, BIG RESULTS!” 
219-938-1188 

The Ayers Realtors’ Team 
Gene Ayers, GRI, CRS 

Nancy Del Prado, GRI, CRS 
Renita Reyna 

See our beach cam and virtual tours at www.MillerBeach.com 

 

1132 N. St. Joseph St.   

$329,900 

Remodeled brick cape cod  

6433 Ash Ave.               

$109,900 

Classic mid‐century Hoosier Home 

8227 Locust Ave.     

$146,000 

House on the hill  

9134  Po awatomi Trl    

$199,900 

 

Brick ranch close to beach   

7732 Locust Ave.   

$175,000 

7400‐04 Maple Ave.   

$75,000 

Unique home with lakeviews 

Build your lakeview dream home   PENDING! 

6615 Forest Ave.     

$216,400 

SOLD! 

7504 Hemlock Ave.     

$199,900 

803‐805 N. Warren St.  

$38,500 

Great corner lot  



646	S.	Lake	Street	
Gary,	IN		46403	
(219)	938‐1188	
www.MillerBeach.com	

INSIDE:  Judy Waxes Poetic About Corn, Soybeans, Chicken 
Coops! 

 
NAME 
“THIS 
OLD 
HOUSE”… 
	

Monday‐Friday	and	give	the	correct	address	will	win	a	$50.00	gift	certi icate	to	their	choice	of														
Miller	Pizza	Station,	Beach	Café,	18th	Street		Brewery,	Miller	Bakery	Café,	Captain’s	House,																
Anna’s Kombucha Café, Flamingo,	or	Tequila	&	Tacos.	                                                                  

. . . AND WIN $50.00 
Sorry, the present owner and family cannot win.  You’ll have a chance next newsle er. 

To enter send an email with subject “Newsletter” to info@millerbeach.com.  

You can also view our newsletter online at www.MillerBeach.com 


