
646 S. Lake Street
Gary, IN 46403
(219) 938 1188

INSIDE: REALTOR COUPLE SMITTEN WITH KITTEN, HIP HOP 
CHICKEN! 

NAME 
“THIS OLD 
HOUSE”…

  . . . AND WIN $50.00 
Sorry, the present owner and family cannot win.  You’ll have a chance next newsle er. 

To enter send an email with subject “Newsletter” to info@millerbeach.com.  

You can also view our newsletter online at www.MillerBeach.com 



BEACH BITS
  
 Shop locally and support our Community! 

Miller Beach Arts & Crea ve District   Gardner Center for the Arts         
540 S. Lake Street:                                                                                                       
 Nov. 6th  29th  Suzy Vance Fibre Art Exhibit                                                     
 Nov. 21st & 22nd  Ar san Fair  10am 7pm                                                         
 Dec. 4th  Community Art Show, 6 9pm                                                                         

If you would like to get involved contact us, indicate that you’d like to 
volunteer, and the lead will contact you to nd out more about your  
interests. Together we will make a di erence!  For more info                      
h ps://millerbeacharts.org/ or for more info on how you can show your 
support go to h ps://millerbeacharts.org/support/#contact 

Humane Society of Northwest IN   6100 Melton Road:                                    
If you’re thinking about adop ng  please call to make an appointment .  The 
Humane Society hours are:  Monday and Wednesday from 11:00 am to 3:00 
pm and Friday and Saturday from 11:00 am to 3:00 pm. Masks are required 
for entry. Also please remember the Humane Society depends on dona ons 
to employ sta  who lovingly care for the animals, for food,  and supplies to 
keep the facility up & running.  Please consider a contribu on today or go 
online for a list of supplies you can donate!                                              
h p://humanesocietynorthwes ndiana.org/ or you can email them at 
millercri ers@yahoo.com  

D & K Gourmet Salads Catering And More  625 S. Lake St:                                         
Salads, Wraps, Soul Food Rolls, Soul bowls, Johnny Cakes Sandwiches, 
Smoothies, Debra’s famous Peach cobbler, Banana Pudding, Pound Cake 
and more, plus a Catering business.  Hours are Tues.  Fri. 7:30am to 8pm, 
Sat. & Sun. 7:30am to 5pm, Closed Mon.’s. For more info                             
call 219 487 5306  or visit them on  facebook                                        
h ps://www.facebook.com/dkgourmetsalads/ 

Indie Indie Bang Bang  625 S Lake Street:                                                       
You can now shop I2 B2 online! They love this me of year because this is 
when the Ornaments start to arrive! Open Tues.  Fri. 11am 6pm, Sat.’s 
10am to 5pm, Sun.’s 11am to 4pm, Closed on Mon.’s. Check their website 
as new items are added daily, Indieindiebangbang.com                                 
For more info  www.facebook.com/indieindiebangbang                                            

Lake Street Gallery  613 S Lake Street:                                                         
Open Tues.   Fri: 10am  6pm & Saturday: 10am  4pm. Unique gi s   
available for every occasion. For more info  www.lakestreetgallery.com    
or email  gallopinglisa@msn.com  

18th Street Brewery  5725 Miller Ave: As of Sept. 26th you can now get 
Mexican American Fusion food from Memo’s Jr. to go along with your drink 
of choice at the Brewery. Check out his menu posted on                        
facebook  h ps://www.facebook.com/events/1009731556154526 or at            
h ps://www.facebook.com/18thStreetBreweryGaryIndiana/
posts/1958021527674037 

Temple Israel  601 N. Montgomery St:                                                                  
Get a jump on your Hanukkah shopping at the Sisterhood’s                        
Pop Up Hanukkah Shop!                                                                                            
 Nov. 10th, 10am to 1pm                                                                                          
 Nov. 22nd, 1pm to 3pm                                                                                           
 Dec. 9th, 10am to 1pm  For a sneak peek of the fun items for sale go to 

the online catalog at                                                                                        
h ps://drive.google.com/.../1BEIOrxXZvZzSwLL0L.../view...  

St. Mary’s of the Lake  6060 Miller Ave.: Join them for the Annual Inter
faith Thanksgiving Service on Tues. 11 24 at 7pm. Masks and social distanc
ing are required. Sadly the Annual Christmas Bazaar is cancelled, but there 
will be an online Auc on of approx. 20 Christmas Baskets. For more info  
h ps://dioceseofgary.org/ 

 For more info on our Miller Beach community events be sure to read                         
Street Beat in this newsle er and go to www.VisitMillerBeach.com 

 

I’ve been fortunate in so very, very 
many ways. Choosing to and being able 
to go to college instead of a di erent 
path. Choosing to and being able to  
enter a family business with a history of quality services to our community. 
Choosing to and being permi ed to marry Judy over 36 years ago. That’s just 
scratching the surface. 

Certainly, one of the top 10 bits of good fortune has been nding that fate 
had des ned me to serve our strange and wonderful community for 50 
years. Having a ended too many state and na onal real estate mee ngs to 
count and interac ng with other Realtors from all over, I discovered few, if 
any, Realtors had as diverse a community and housing market in which to 
survive and thrive. How sad for them as they cannot possibly understand 
what joy they were not able to experience.  

Another bit of good fortune has been health. While I have always tried to do 
my part with diet and exercise, staying on that path is no guarantee of      
perfect health. However, regular health checkups with our family doctor, a 
cardiologist, and a urologist as I aged have served me well. In 2017 prostate 
cancer was discovered and successfully eradicate. On a 2018 follow up visit 
my surgeon found a mucocele in my appendix. Without going into detail, if 
the prostate cancer had not led to the discovery of the mucocele, a much 
more devasta ng situa on could have befallen me as some others in our 
community have had the misfortune to know all too well. This year’s        
challenges have been a hernia and kidney stone. 

In addi on to the aforemen oned things I 
am thankful for I am especially thankful 
for knowing Judy, who had a 31 year    
career as a registered nurse, by my side 
and at my back through my health     
problems. Nancy and Renita helped keep 
all things in top shape at Ayers Realtors as 
we approach our 99th year of business. 

We all may not be able to celebrate Thanksgiving in tradi onal ways this 
year, but I will use the occasion to be aware of and to express my Thanks for 
all I have to be thankful for this and every year. 

NON-TRADITIONAL THANKSGIVING INSPIRES
REALTOR TO EXPRESS THANKS FOR

DIVERSE COMMUNITY 

FALL 
2020 
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The statistics included in
this section of the
newsletter are from the
Greater Northwest Indi-
ana Association of Real-
tors MLS. Because the
high priced houses and the lower priced houses in
all neighborhoods are included, the average for
your speci ic neighborhood will be substantially
different.

The 3rd quarter sta s cs are now available in the market area 
within the Na onal Park boundaries de ned by the Lake on 
the North, County Line Road on the East, Ash Place on the 
South, Gibson Street on the west and reveal higher list and 
sales prices compared to the same 9 months last year. The 
average lis ng price for the 1st three quarters was $245,460 
compared to $202,741 in 2019, $186,325 in 2018 and 
$170,529 in 2017.  

The average sales price so far this year was $235,106.  In 
2019 the rst 9 months saw an average of $192,652, in 2018 
the average was $178,047, in 2017 the average was 
$160,611.  A good run indeed for our residen al real estate 
values. 

The big take away from the news is this year’s increase in 
average sales price and how lake front home sales compared 
to last year’s rst 9 months.  As reported many mes over 
the years, including in the 3rd quarter Ayers Newsle er last 
year, lake front sales or the lack of them, move average sales 
prices dispropor onately higher or lower. In this case prices 
moved much higher because there were 4 lake front sales 
with an average sales price of $719,250 in the rst nine 
months.  In our sta s cs for 2019 there were 4 lake front 
sales with an average sales price of $579,375, in 2018 there 
were 3 lake front sales with an average sales price of 
$578,833, in 2017 there were 5 lake front sales with an  
average sales price of $425,800. The average sales price for 
all homes s ll moved up this year.  This indicates homes not 
on the lake front have moved up in value as well.  Clearly, 
this is good for all owners. If this sounds like a broken record 
from last year, it is. Good news is worth repea ng, again. 

The number of transac ons during the rst 9 months was 49 
compared to 66 in 2019 and 65 in 2018. Essen ally, there 
were more ready, willing, and able buyers than homes for 
them to purchase. In the larger MLS area de ned by the 
46403 zip code the number of ac ve lis ngs has been     
ranging between 15 20 ac ves is even lower than reported 
last year. Last year inventory was running between 28 34 
ac ves. This volume of ac ve lis ngs is one quarter of normal 
ac ve lis ngs in 46403.  

The bargaining percentage during the rst nine months  
con nued to hover in the range of 5% to 6% at 94.4%. This is 
a slight dip from 2019 when the bargaining percentage was 
95%. In 2018 it was 94.36% and in 2017 94.18%. 

Ayers Realtors has 34.32% of the sales volume in the rst 9 
months.  The nearest compe tor’s o ce has 13.66%.  Ayers 
Realtors par cipated in all 4 of the lake front sales.   

 
 
 
It remains a FACT in our MARKET that Ayers Realtors is the 
market leader. 

 
 
 
 
 
You may have no ced Miller Pizza already has 
their holiday lights in place, turned on and 
thereby doing their part to bring Holiday 
Cheer and to celebrate the re opening of Lake 
Street.  The folks at Miller Pizza are great ci
zens of Miller Beach….and they have darned 
good pizza, too!  Thanks for being here! 
 

Another nice thing that has happened here in the Miller Beach community is that the Miller 
Garden Club and Build A Bike have been allowed to share space in the former re sta on on 
Randolph Street in Miller.  Previously the Miller Garden Club and the Ken Parr Build A Bike 
were located at 6300 Miller Avenue and shared a  garage like building on the property that 
was the former loca on of Ralph’s Grocery Store.  The city plans to eventually raise the    
buildings and because there was an open space at the re sta on on Randolph, Mayor Prince 
authorized the use of the space by these two groups.  Both organiza ons feel very lucky to 
have so much room to store all they need to do what they do 
here in our community.  Thanks to Miller’s own Eric Reaves for 
all he did to facilitate the generosity of the City of Gary.       
The garden club con nues to maintain the grounds of the       
Aquatorium and will con nue,  gratefully, to have such a  
fabulous lake front venue for their annual events. 
 
And while we are on the subject – On Saturday, Oct 31st at 
noon the Build A Bike folks will take “a slow roll” from the Ken 
Parr Build a Bike to showcase their new loca on via a ribbon cu ng at 8010 Indian Boundary 
(the corner of Randolph and Indian Boundary).  Costumes are encouraged, all ages and      
abili es are welcome, they will maintain 6 feet for social distance protocols and will hand out 
pre assembled goody bags (to be within CDC guidelines). 
 
The roving reporter for this periodical didn’t have me to do research on this 

dbit but has no ced there is a sign in the former Kentucky Fried Chicken    
building on Rt 20 that says “Hip Hop Chicken”.  This is a good thing that will ll a 
restaurant gap in the Miller Beach food scene and it is very likely                        
Hip Hop Chicken will also be nger licking good. 
 
When you stop and think about it – Miller Beach has several means of comfort and solace in 

mes of sadness and distress (i.e. the pandemic).  As already men oned in Home on the 
Range, our humane society can help by accep ng animals that can no longer be cared for by 
their owners and/or help nd the perfect dog or cat to be a companion during stressful mes.  
Our food pantry (3rd Monday of each month at St. Mary of the Lake Church) can help with 
food needs and their associa on with the Gary Rotary Club Garden provides fresh out of the 
garden vegetables.  We have churches and scenic loca ons and views to help renew our 
e orts to carry on and get through problems together. We are lucky to live in a community 
that cares and helps take car of those who need a helping hand. 

The South Shore Line railroad, received an alloca on of 
$50.6M from the Federal Transit   Administra on. The 
FTA’s alloca on is in advance of an expected Full Funding 
Grant  Agreement in 2021.  It covers 26 miles from Gary to 
Michigan City. The project includes installa on of a     
second mainline track, improvements at ve sta ons, over 
1,300 new parking spaces, and 9 new pla orms. Here is a 
link to the new Miller Beach sta on and track               
con gura on h ps://www.doubletrack nwi.com/images/

DT_EXH_MillerGary WestLot 80scale_90_R00_200811.jpg  This link and much more infor
ma on is available at from the www.DoubleTrack NWI.com.  

WONDERING WHERE’S THE FIRE? ASK GARDEN 
CLUB MEMBERS 

MARKET FIGURES SHOW     
BUYERS OUTNUMBER       

AVAILABLE HOMES 



REALTOR AND WIFE ADOPT WORLD’S SMALLEST KITTEN 

Earlier this year in May on a Sunday while Gene and I were working in our 
yard,  a neighbor and good friend stopped to socially distantly chat and  
because she kindly and generously is a  volunteer at Northwest Indiana  
Humane Society, our local humane society, the subject of an abundance of 
ki ens in residence came up and Jennifer was reminded we had been       

cat less since our dear “Dude” passed  away a year and a half ago.  She asked if Gene and I ever thought about ge ng    
another cat. 

A er a respec ul amount of me a er Dude died, we did think about adop ng another cat but thought maybe it would be 
a good me to do some traveling and not have to worry about what to do with the cat.  Now, nearly two years later we 
have checked o  a few travel des na ons from our list and like everyone else, we are dealing with a pandemic and not 
going anywhere.  The conversa on with our neighbor made me think maybe it would be a good me to have a furry friend 
again.  Two days later I visited the humane society and saw more cute ki ens and cats than I had ever seen in one place at 
one me.  And then Jennifer showed me a ny li le ki en who weighed only slightly more than a pound and a half when 
admi ed and now was very friendly, playful and simply irresis ble.  Gene visited the humane society the next day and he, 
too, was smi en.  Now seven months later she is 6 ½ pounds of boundless energy and entertainment. 

There’s no ques on that having a pet can bring joy.  We’ve all heard it and observed it either personally or through friends, 
neighbors and/or rela ves.  All of us are troubled during the trying mes of COVID 19 with daily sobering sta s cal updates 
in regards to the virus that we hear on every television newscast and see in every newspaper’s headlines – not to men on 
the daily coverage of every minu a of the upcoming Presiden al elec on.  Maybe that’s why it seems our ki en, Gracie, 
could not have arrived at a be er me.  She is cute and playful and every me we walk through our door she is happy all 
over again to see us.  She can li  our spirits if they need li ing and she makes us happy.  You can’t ask much more from a 
pet than that.     

So  hats o  to the dedicated workers at the Northwest Indiana Humane Society which is located here in Miller at 6100 
Melton Road.  If owning a pet isn’t something you can do right now maybe you would consider making a monetary         
dona on or drop o  supplies needed and posted on the sign in front of the humane society building.  Once you support the 
people who work there and the cri ers who wait pa ently for a forever home you will know it’s just the humane thing to 
do. 

A recipe for comfort food seems appropriate these days but it is difficult to link a recipe to a story about animals.  However, when I was a kid we had 
an elderly neighbor who had lots of  cats and liked to bake and often handed warm cookies over the fence to my sister, Jane and me when we were 
playing in our play house,  We thanked her for the kind gesture and right away took them in the house and told our mother Mrs. Mosegard had been 
baking again. With that    recollection in mind, I’m sharing a recipe for a favorite comfort food at the Ayers house…….Hairless Mac & Cheese.

                                                       Hairless Macaroni & Cheese
This is not a soupy variety of mac & cheese so it may not appeal to those who like a saucier type. 

2 C cottage cheese   1   8 ounce container sour cream 

1 large egg   ¾ tsp salt 

½ tsp pepper   2  C (8 oz) Shredded Sharp Cheddar cheese 

1 (8 oz) package macaroni, Cooked 

Stir together first 6 ingredients in a large bowl; stir in macaroni.  Spoon mixture into a lightly greased 2 quart baking 
dish.

Bake at 350 degrees for 45 minutes and let stand 10-15- minutes before serving. I’ve tried adding roasted broccoli 
and cooked chicken and it’s pretty good! 
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MILLER BEACH! 

7216 Indian Boundary
$375,000

www.MillerBeach.com

Cra sman Style 

Cra sman styling, beau fully conceived and          
immaculately cared for custom home. 9' ceilings, 
beau ful oak oors and details, open concept living, 
dining and kitchen. Fireplace, lots of windows that 
provide lots of natural light.  Listen to the waves of 
Lake Michigan from the charming screen porch.   
Surrounded by Na onal Park, close to South Shore 
Line, and Marque e Park and Lake Michigan beach.  

MILLER BEACH! 

1109 1119 N. Union St.
$119,900

www.MillerBeach.com

Lake View Lot

Build your dream home on this lake view 
lot. 



“Small Company, BIG RESULTS!”
219-938-1188 

The Ayers Realtors’ Team 
Gene Ayers, GRI, CRS 

Nancy Del Prado, GRI, CRS 
Beth Buckley, Assoc. Broker 

Judy Ayers, Renita Reyna 

See our beach cam and virtual tours at www.MillerBeach.com 

1134 N. Putnam St.
$499,000

Just 4 blocks to Lake Michigan Beach

6525 Birch Pl.
$158,900

Beach Front Beauty!

SOLD! 8037 Lake Shore Dr.

PENDING! Beau ful wooded lot

7500 Ash Ave
$18,000

Beach Home Ready

1111 N. Vigo St.
$69,900

6101 Juniper Ave.
$274,900

High End

SOLD! Lagoon frontage PENDING! Quality built brick

9134 Po awatomi Trl.
$189,900

SOLD! Beau ful wooded lot

9217 9221 Juniper Ave.

439 Ellsworth St.
$89,900

PENDING! Stone Cape Cod


