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                          BEACH BITS                                                                         

Miller Beach Arts & Creative District                                                

Marshall  J. Gardner Center  

 *August 18 - September 9- Opening Reception Friday July 27. 
"Reconnect" -an exhibition of landscape paintings by three regional 
artists, Anne Corlett, Royce Deans, Angela Saxon.                                    
There will be a Plein air art event in association with this exhibit on 
Saturday August 25.                                                                                   
*About the Plein Air Event -Saturday 8/25 Artists paint outdoors 
from 10am-4pm, return to the arts center for a reception and sale 
of the work they created                                                                                       
TO ENTER: Entry fee is $25. Email meg@millerbeacharts.org if you 
are interested in entering this event.  Registration will close August 
20, 2018.  www.millerbeacharts.org/em-events/plein-air-event-
and-art-salereception/ for more information.                                                                                         
*September 14 - October 14 - Opening Reception Friday        
September 14th "Larry Lapidus Portraits".  Renowned portrait 
photographer will display 80 photographs.                                                         
*September 24th - 3rd Annual Golf Outing 11am-7:30pm at      
Innsbrook Country Club. Shot-gun start, lunch, dinner, live  music, 
silent auction. Email annrosembacd@gmail.com for  registration 
details. If you are interested in sponsoring a hole or have a fabulous 
item to donate to the silent auction, please  contact  
meg@millerbeacharts.org.                                                                                
   *New Hours: We now have daytime hours, Thursdays and Fridays    
12-6pm from August 9th. These are in addition to our traditional 
weekend hours of Fridays and Saturdays 6-9pm and Sundays 1-
4pm. 

Miller Pizza Company                                                                              
*9/7/18 - 1st Friday on Lake Street - Miller Pizza LIVE -                 
Jamrose Band live from 6-9 p.m.                                                                                     
*9/21/18 - 3rd Friday on Lake Street - Miller Pizza LIVE -                    
The Rebecca Anne Band live from 6-9 p.m.                                    
*10/5/18 - 1st Friday on Lake Street - Miller Pizza LIVE -               
Angelo Cicco live from 6-9 p.m. 

Wells Street Beach                                                                                 
Wednesdays @ Wells Street Beach                                                         
Dinner and drinks on the patio, live music, beautiful sunsets. Free 
parking when you purchase dinner.  Beer and wine  available! 
Family friendly.  No animals. Please no smoking.  No outside food or 
drink/coolers allowed on the patio.   Always Weather Permitting. 
For more information see our website www.wellsstbeach.com  

St. Mary’s of the Lake                                                                                       
St. Mary of the Lake’s food pantry continues to offer food to those in 
need on the 3rd Monday of each month from 10-Noon. Volunteers 
to help distribution are always welcome.                                                                          
We are excited to have the art work of Philippine artist,                        
Ed de Guzman grace the sanctuary of St. Mary of the Lake.  We 
invite community members to be inspired.  All are welcome to stop 
by for Mass at 10 a.m. on Sunday’s.   

West Beach Concert                                                                                  
Friday, August 3rd - Northwest Indiana Symphony Orchestra will 
perform a variety of musical selections as the sun sets behind the 
dunes. Food vendors open at 5:30pm, symphony begins at 7:30pm. 

Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore                                               
8/11/18  - 9/8 /18 & 10/13/18- Science Saturdays  - Meet the 
scientists that are conducting research at the national lakeshore.   

Sundays in Summer - Bailly / Chellberg History Hike                      
Explore the grounds of both historic homes from 1:00 PM to 3:00 
PM. Learn about early settlers and farmers who came to this region 
in the 1800s..   The Chellberg/Bailly parking lot is on Mineral 
Springs Road between U.S. 20 and Highway 12 in Porter, Indiana.  
For more information on this or other programs at Indiana Dunes 
National Lakeshore, visit the Events Calendar at the park website 
www.nps.gov/indu or contact the park's information desk at            
219-395-1882. 

     Did your high school have a booster club?  Maybe your school didn’t have such a 
club but did have avid, organized supporters of 
their children’s school.  At the recently closed 
Wirt High School there was the Wirt Booster 
Club. My parents belonged for the 12 years they 
had   children at Wirt.  In this newsletter column 
I have over many years been a booster for the 
Miller Beach community in Gary and it definitely 
hasn’t been a one-man club. 

     A cast of hundreds past and present have worked tirelessly to bring us to a     
wonderful place in Miller Beach retail areas, vacation homes, year around homes 
and tourism.  The following is a break from Booster-ism to report a bit of history 
from friend and Miller resident Steve Spicer. 

     Many readers of this column know Steve from decades of work as a carpenter 
and project manager for Lee Construction.  Also known for his interest in local     
history, Steve is currently researching the story of the Aetna Powder Works        
Company that manufactured “gun cotton” and dynamite as early as 1881 and during 
WWI.   Eventually the factory itself exploded. During Steve’s research he came 
across and sent to me an article and editorial from the Gary Daily Tribune dated  
November 15, 1916…which by the way the cost per issue at that time was “One 
Cent”. 

     The article details the effort to secure a lake front drive and land for a beach front 
in the Town of Miller.  A quote from the article says “The deal closed late yesterday 
afternoon completed negotiations which have been pending between the town of 
Miller and a number of lake shore property owners for several months.  The last 
remaining rights were secured when Josephine Young, Henry Lesch, Hannah N.    
Foster and others of Chicago, in person and by their attorneys E. R. Thurman of   
Chicago and Judge John Gillette of Hammond, appeared before O. L. Wildermuth, 
town attorney for Miller and signed conveyances for the right of way through their     
properties for the lake shore drive and also for the strip of land between the drive 
and the shore line.” Later in the article Grand Avenue (Grand Boulevard) and Forest 
Avenue are discussed.  “Two plans have been suggested in order to improve this 
important boulevard system and at the same time give the people of Gary and Miller 
an outlet to the finest bathing beach in the world”.   

   It is clear in 1916 the leaders of our community knew how important the lakefront 
was to the growth  and quality of life here in Miller.  Today In 2018, over 100 years 
later, let us not forget the lake and the dunes are still the biggest assets we have and 
current proposals to pave over irreplaceable ecological treasures for questionable 
short-term gains simply should not be allowed. 

THROUGHOUT HISTORY  

LAKEFRONT IS VALUED 
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The statistics included in this section of the  

newsletter are from the Greater Northwest Indiana 

Association of Realtors MLS.  Because the high 

priced houses and the lower priced houses in all 

neighborhoods are included, 

the average for your specific 

neighborhood will be  

substantially different. 

The average list price of 

properties sold was $170,875 in the 1st half of 

2018. This is an increase of 3.9% over the 1st half 

of 2017 when the average was $164,491. The 

average sales price was $169,622 an increase of 

9.3% over last year’s 1st half of $155,224. This 

occurred even though there was only 1 lakefront 

home closing in the statistics opposed to 3 in the 

1st half of last year. 

The number of sold properties is the most     

dramatic statistic of the 1st half of 2018 with 48 

homes sold. For the historical perspective recall 

2017 with 34, 2016 with 29 sold, and 2015 with 

just 23 sales. The bargaining percentage is an 

excellent measure of how robust the market was 

in any statistical period. The amount of price 

reduction from list to sold where sellers and 

buyers agreed is telling. A range of 4% to 6% 

reduction is normal over many years. We were 

pleased to see last year, after many years of 

higher than normal price reductions, the        

bargaining percentage dropped into the normal 

range at 5.63%. In the 1st half of 2018 we saw a 

bargaining percentage of 3.66%, a huge          

improvement in our market.  

More good news: the number of repossessed 

homes sold in the 1st 6 months of 2018 dropped 

from 17% of sales to 6% of the sold homes.   

Because the average sales price of a repossessed 

home is understandably much lower at $45,567 

then the overall average reported at $169,622, 

the fewer repo’s the better. 

Ayers Realtors, Inc ‘s average sales price by   

contrast was $244,407. We sold nearly 3 times 

the volume of sales than our nearest              

competition in our statistical market area. It  

remains a Fact in our Market – Ayers Realtors is 

the market leader in Miller Beach. 

 

 

Gary Rotary Club meets every 1st & 3rd Thursday at the Miller Bakery Cafe . 
For  more information on the Gary Rotary Club please contact a member or 
go to our website: www.garyrotary.org 

August 18th marks the Aquatorium Society's Summer Bash 2018 and        
features Film (a short movie at 6:30), Food & Drink (7 pm), Formality (8:00 
pm - 8:07 pm), and Fandango (8:07 and into the wee hours of the morning -
   music by Corey Dennison & his band)....all for $50 per person or $75 per 
person or attendees can pay an amount equal to their age.  Checks maybe 
written to "The Society".  We, as a community, are very fortunate to have 
such a remarkable building in our neighborhood.  Donations of over 
$350,000 during the last 27 years have restored, repaired and maintained 

the facility.  Your  kind and generous donations are appreciated. 

Feeling a little wilty after the Miller Garden Club's  18th annual Garden Walk, 
the Miller Garden Club is taking August to dig their own gardens,             
thinking  outside (no box required) and have dirt cheap fun.  The next      
general meeting will be September 15th (Aquatorium 10 am) with a work 
session at the Aquatorium gardens from 9 am - 10 am).  The speaker will be 
a club   favorite, Robert Nevel, an urban gardener and activist, speaking on 
edible bounty.  October 20th (10 am - 3 pm) marks the garden club's annual 
Brats & Bulbs Fest featuring  aforementioned Brats &  Bulbs as well as music, 
fun and frivolity for all.  

Temple Israel and the Temple Israel Sisterhood are on a mission to collect 
plastic caps and lids from beverage bottles, food containers, coffee cans, etc,  
that will be recycled and result in a park bench for Marquette Park.  All     
interested in flipping their lids can drop them off at the front door of the 
Temple (corner of Montgomery & Forest), Wells Street Beach, Beach Cafe 
and/or at the Rush Street Beach Path.  Mark your calendars for Sunday,   
September 23rd for the Ban Shalom yard sale starting at 9am—5pm. At 4pm 
you can buy a bag for $5 and fill it with any left-over items. 

PLAYGARY—Lake Street Theatre - 2018-2019 Theatre Season. Featuring 
Snack and Show Series. Ads starting at $50 * Season Tickets $175. Opening 
Night is Saturday, August 25th at 6pm. 394 S. Lake Street. For more           
information call 219-308-7630. 

St. Mary’s of the Lake is also collecting plastic bottle caps and plastic lids 
from food containers in an effort to recycle and reuse for benches to be    
enjoyed in Marquette Park. So we have no excuses, there are two locations 
for our convenience to help beautify Miller.  

Miller’s 1st Fridays have been very successful this Summer season! Come out 
and enjoy the 1st Friday of August, the weather report is promising a        
delightful forecast for the festivities. Show your support for our local shops 
and restaurants, meet your neighbors, make new friends, you won’t be dis-
appointed!  

 

 

DIVERSE RELIGIONS UNITE TO  

COLLECT PLASTIC GARBAGE 

 

SOLD PROPERTIES NUMBERS HIGHEST 

IN SEVERAL YEARS 



WHILE JUDY NURSES HANGOVER, BRAND NEW COLUMNIST STEPS IN 

Renita Reyna, Ayers Realtor’s Office Manager Extraordinaire, is thoughtfully allowing Judy a hiatus from 
her “Home on the Range” column while Judy recovers from being the Chairman of the Miller Club’s 18th 
annual Garden Walk, a nasty case of poison ivy, her birthday and a wedding anniversary – all within one 
week’s time.  Renita has offered to give an unsolicited testimonial on her thoughts and memories about 
growing up and living in Miller Beach. 

  

 Growing up in Miller provided me with a unique and fun filled childhood! Going to the Beach everyday felt like an endless 
summer vacation. Friends and relatives would come from outlying towns to enjoy the Beach and other Miller attractions. We en-
joyed Ono’s Pizza, the local Dairy Queen, Beach Cafe , and Ming Ling to name just a few. Years later, as an adult, the Beach is even 
more FUN, and we are enjoying the new places Miller has to offer with new and old friends. The businesses have increased now, 
and Miller has continued to develop. But it still remains a warm welcoming, thriving community. The personal connections in our 
town continue to flourish. 

I feel very fortunate to be able to experience this with a closer view now that I work in Miller. Having only worked       
outside of Miller up until eighteen months ago, I really didn’t know what to expect when I signed on to work at Ayers Realtors, 
Inc., but I was immediately welcomed with open arms, smiling faces, and new-found friendships. Working life prior to Ayers   
Realtors equaled 30 + minute travel times and large corporate dreariness (of course not every day was painful, and I did make a 
lot of friends outside of Miller city limits). In all honesty, I never thought of having a working life in my home town; regretfully it 
never crossed my mind. Working where I play, at the Beach, was unheard of. What a pleasant and eye-opening experience this has 
been for me!!! I underestimated the impact local businesses have in our economy. I watch the news programs and listen to the 
program anchors and politicians discuss the importance “Main Street” has in our society, but to actually see it up close and        
personal has been life changing! I’m inspired, and never realized the hard work and dedication the local business owners,          
volunteers, and local officials put into making Miller a place where people are longing to live and expand our little beach paradise 
community. Their love for Miller is ever present as is their passion for wanting Miller to succeed in a constantly changing           
environment. Seeing their love and loyalty everyday moves me, and I have yet another reason to be thankful and grateful to my 
parents for having brought their family to Miller Beach. 

 I have met so many wonderful people that are new to our beautiful little corner of the world, who along with lifelong 
residents, want to help keep Miller strong and vital. Some raising their young families here, trusting Miller to provide                  
extraordinary childhood memories they will carry with them always, just like the ones I carry with me,  and making new ones with 
every Miller Beach sunset.  

Oh, I forgot to mention that my grueling commute to work is only 7 minutes from my home. 

Summertime and cooking is easy.  Even though we all miss Jansen's Fruit Market in Hobart as an abundant source for produce, this time of year 
there are still other purveyors and plenty of better than ever fruits and vegetables to make summer meals what we will so fondly remember this 
coming January and February.  This isn't your mother's potato salad but it sure compliments summer meals.  

                                                                                         Lemon Basil Potato Salad 

24 ounces of baby red, new or purple potatoes (or a mixture of) 

1/4 C pine nuts 

1/4 C lemon juice  

3 TBS olive oil + oil for drizzling 

1/2 C mayonnaise 

Salt & Pepper to taste 

1/4 C freshly made pesto or prepared pesto 

Fresh basil leaves 

1.  Cut unpeeled potatoes in same sized pieces, drizzle with olive oil and roast in a 450 degree oven until tender (test after 10-12 minutes); place 
in a large bowl. 

2.  In a skillet over low heat, toast pine nuts until just lightly golden, about 5 minutes.  Remove from heat. 

3.  Mix together lemon juice, olive oil, mayonnaise, salt, pepper and pesto in a small bowl until creamy and smooth.  Adjust seasonings to taste. 

4.  Pour half the dressing over the potatoes and toss to combine.  Add more dressing to taste and toss again.  Cover and refrigerate the potatoes 
for 2-3 hours.  To serve, sprinkle with toasted nuts and lots of small basil leaves.   
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“Small Company, BIG RESULTS!” 

219-938-1188 

The Ayers Realtors’ Team 

Gene Ayers, GRI, CRS 

Nancy Del Prado, GRI, CRS 

See our beach cam at www.MillerBeach.com 

 

Beach Front Lots! Close to Downtown Miller! Steps to downtown Chesterton 

7206-7210 Oak Ave.  $ 300,000  

& 7212-7216 Oak Ave. $300,000 

Steps to the Beach Well cared for brick ranch 

719 N. Hamilton St.          

$95,000 

1008 Arizona St. 

$69,949 

7205 Locust Ave. 

$225,000 

Nature Lover’s Delight Dunetop Getaway Large Quad-level 

8618 Juniper Terrace 

$249,900 

7524 Harold 

$249,500 

6908 Ironwood Ave 

$239,900 

122 N. 18th St., Chesterton 

$174,900 

Lake view townhome 

359 S. Jay Street               

$69,900 



MILLER BEACH! 

1001 N. Vanderburg 

$199,900 

www.MillerBeach.com 

219-938-1188 

Enchanting Gardens!  

2 story, 3 bedrooms, Fireplace, remod-
eled kitchen and baths. Less than 2 

blocks to the beach, it sits on a lovingly 
landscaped lot! 

MILLER BEACH! 

$298,500 

www.MillerBeach.com 

219-938-1188 

Charming Remodeled Beach 
Home! 

Less than a block to beach on a corner 
lot! Main level has been completely re-
modeled, with a fireplace and a peek at 
the lake! 





646 S. Lake Street 

Gary, IN  46403 
(219) 938-1188 

INSIDE:  BASHES, BRATS, BULBS, BANDS, BOOZE, BENCHES & BAGS OF 

LEFTOVERS! 

 

This is a picture from many years ago of a house 

in Miller.  The first person to call the office         

between 9AM—5 PM  

Monday-Friday and give the correct address will 

win a $50.00 gift certificate to their choice of    

Miller Pizza Station, Beach Cafe , 18th Street  

Brewery, Miller Bakery Cafe , Captain’s House,   

Cultivated Culture Café, Flamingo, or                       

Tequila & Tacos. 

Sorry, the present owner and family cannot win.  You’ll have a chance next newsletter. 

. . . AND WIN $50.00 

Check out www.MillerBeach.com today! 

Virtual home tours and more! To sign up to receive our newsletter electronically, email  

Newsletter@MillerBeach.com Or view our newsletter online at www.MillerBeach.com 

 


